


 As we know that British constitution is unwritten 
constitution. There was  no any special provision 
of judiciary system before the enactment of 
separate Supreme court. House of Lords acted as 
judiciary. Moreover, the King of England is 
considered the ‘Fountain of Justice’. Now, there is 
provision of a supreme court(which was 
established under the Constitutional Reform 
Act,2005).Besides this, there are existence of 
many small courts which deal different matters. 
In England, common laws, statutory laws (passed 
by parliament with due process) and law of Equity 
have been prevailed.   

  



 1. Absence of single Judicial System 
 2. Independence of judiciary 
 3. Lack of Administrative Courts 
 4. Lack of the provision of judicial Review 
 5.Prompt Decisions 
 6. Presumption of innocence 
 7. Rule of Law 
 8. Jury system 
 9.Open hearing of the cases 
 10. Provision of free legal Aid 
 11. Provision of Circuit Courts 
 12 . Provision of two types of lawyers 

 



 1. COMMON LAWS:- Common laws have 
originated from old customs and traditions and  
thus they are older than parliamentary laws. 

 2. STATUTORY LAWS:- These are the laws which 
are passed by parliament with due process. 
These are written and more authoritative. 

 3. LAW OF EQUITY- Judges decide cases with 
equity and those principles which are taken into 
consideration, while administering justice are 
called Law of Equity. 



 1.Civil court-The organization of the civil courts 
in England is as follows:- 

 (i)Country courts-Civil court at the lowest level. 

 2.Supreme Court of Judicature- 

 (i)High Court of justice- 

 (a)High or Queen’s bench 

 (b)Chancery Bench 

 (c) Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Bench 

 (ii) Court of Appeal 

 3. Supreme Court. 

 



 1.Magistrate’s Court or Court of Justice of 
Peace 

 2.Petty Sessional Courts 

 3. Courts of Quarter Session 

 4. Court of Assizes 

 5. Court of Criminal Appeals 

 6.Supreme Court  



 The inauguration of the supreme Court was on October 1, 2009 and it was 
situated on the corner of Parliament Square in the Middle Sex Guild Hall and 
judicial powers being exercised by House Of Lords have passed on into the 
hands of supreme Court. 

 COMPOSITION OF THE SUPREME COURT:- According to the Constitutional 
Reform Act,2005, including President and Deputy President is made of the 
12 judges of the Supreme Court and 12 Law Lords have be appointed the 
first judges of the Supreme court. 

 APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES:- The judges of the Supreme Court shall be 
appointed by the King/Queen on the recommendation of the judicial 
Appointment Commission. 

 QUALIFICATION OF JUDGES:-It is written in the Constitutional Reform Act 
2005, that the judges shall be appointed on merit and the judicial 
Appointment Commission shall ensure that the judges have the knowledge 
of law prevalent in various parts of united Kingdom. 

 TENURE:- It is not fix. 

 PROVISION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF THE ACTING JUDGES-If need arises, the 
courts those in Scotland and Ireland to act as an Acting judge of the supreme 
court. 

 BENCH SYSTEM:- The  supreme court shall hear appeals through benches 
consisting of  at least  three judges  of which at least half of the judges shall 



 1. Highest court of appeal of united Kingdom 

 2. Distribution of work 

 3. Function of investigation 

 4. President of the judicial Executive Board 

 5. Supervisory Function 

 6. Resolution of issues related to Devolution. 



 MEANING OF RULE OF LAW:-There is rule of 
law in England and until the individual 
remains within the limits set by law, his rights 
and liberties are safe. Law is the highest 
power of the land, so  no one is above law. 
Law is the source of the government 
authorities and they also can not do anything 
against law. 

 Acc to Wade and Phillips, “ The rule of law 
means that the exercise of the powers of 
government shall be conditioned by law and 
that the subjects shall not be exposed to the 
arbitrary will of the rulers.” 



 1. Supremacy of the rule of law in England 
 2. Equality before law 
 3. Law is the guardian of the rights and liberties of the 

people. 
           CRITICISM OF THE RULE OF LAW 
 1. King is above the law 
 2. Special protection of Government servant 
 3.Judicial Powers with administrative department 
 4. British laws are not applicable to Foreign Diplomats. 
 5. Special position of the judges 
 6. Home secretary can refuse to issue passport 
 7. Special privileges to trade unions 
 8. Servants  holds their office till the pleasure of the king. 
 9. Provision of Administrative Courts. 
 10. Home Secretary can refuse to give citizenship. 

 



 Guardians of the rights and liberties of the 
people. 

 Check on the arbitrariness of the Rulers 

 Supremacy of law 

 Strengthens Democratic Order 

 Respect of law 

 Establishment of social harmony and Social 
Justice 

 Respect of Judiciary 

 Respect of Human Dignity. 



 We see that the practice of rule of law is a 
pivot around which the entire British judicial 
system revolves. Though the people in Great 
Britain do not have any written rights, yet the 
people there  enjoy more rights than the 
people of many other democratic countries 
and the credit for this goes to the practice of 
the Rule of Law.  
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